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From the Head of School >>> 
 
 
The most important period of life is not the age of university studies but 
the period from birth to the age of six…for that is the time when 
intelligence itself, her greatest implement is being formed. ~Maria 
Montessori 

This quote is especially pertinent to our everyday commitment to the 
children and families who are a part of the OCC community.  It is during 
this time that children experience sensitive periods, windows of 
opportunities for learning certain skills more easily and naturally than 
any other time in their lives.  These sensitive periods only happen for a 
certain time period and do not reoccur.  The Montessori curriculum is 
designed to maximize the power of these sensitive periods.  In the 
Montessori environments, even our youngest students, are exposed to a 
wide variety of curricula, which provides them with concrete examples 
for abstract concepts, an appreciation for diversity, and the love of 
learning that carries throughout their lives.   

As I visit the classrooms, I love to observe the children’s exploration of 
the materials and the sense of accomplishment as they master a skill.  
The teachers give children the time needed to reach a level of mastery 
before moving on to more complex activities.  Through this, the children 
become confident in their abilities and have a strong foundation for 
future academics.   

     Miss Tara 

  Welcome Fall! 

in this issue >>> 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Pg.1-Letter from  HOS, Upcoming Events, HOC Paper Drive 

Pg.2-Classroom 1& 2, Inclement Weather 

Pg.-3-Classroom 3 & 4 

Pg.-4 Toddlers 

Pg-5- Letters from Board and Miss Kassie 

11/27-12/10- House of Care Paper Drive 

12/5- Panda Express Fundraiser 

12/7-Parents Night Out 

12/21- Snow make-up day 

12/24-1/1/19-Winter Break 

1/21/19- Snow make-up day 

 

  

 

OCC’s Season of Giving 
 

At OCC, we attempt to re-
conceptulize the “Holiday Season” by 

considering ways in which we can 
give rather than receive.  Again, we 

will focus our efforts locally by 
collecting paper product donations for 
House of Care and collecting money 
and or personal needs for “Out of the 
Cold”  Both of these organizations 

help underserved people in our 
 

House of Care Paper Drive 
requests: 

(November 27-December 10th) 
 

 Paper Towels 
 Toilet Paper 
 Tissues 
 Napkins 
 Copy paper 
 Laundry Detergent  
 Dish Soap 
 Disinfectant wipes 
 

Fall 2018 
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As we head into the season of thankfulness, it is a good time to reflect on all we are thankful for in Classroom 1. First, and most 
importantly, we are thankful for all 20 friends who fill our days with energy, enthusiasm, and a love of learning. As we help guide their 
developing friendships and academic knowledge, we are also thankful to discover each friend’s unique interests, talents, and personality!  

Our classroom has focused a lot on problem solving, friendship, and feelings, as a social/emotional foundation for the start of the 
year. As we begin to identify our different feelings, we have been focusing on ways to deal with hard-to-handle emotions, such as anger 
and frustration. We have practiced calming our bodies with different breathing techniques, such as “snake breath” and “bunny breath.” 
We have also been working on important social skills such as how to be a good friend, taking turns, and how to be an active listener. We 
hope you have noticed your child being a better communicator of their feelings at home! 

In addition to learning about friendship and feelings, the children have been taking a lot of walks outside to explore and enjoy 
the beautiful fall weather and learn about the surrounding community. The children have enjoyed learning about different community 
helpers and how each one helps make our community a better place to live. We learned about air, land, and water, and created different 
landforms out of playdough. Another highlight of the fall was scarecrow days. The children enjoyed our pumpkin-themed works such as 
pumpkin scrubbing, pounding, carving, and baking delicious fall treats! 

As we look ahead, we are excited to start exploring a lot of new topics! We will begin our study of the animal kingdom by 
learning about mammals and the characteristics that make them unique. We will also spend time learning about the human body, its 
different systems, and how to take care of ourselves. Our first stop in our tour of the 7 continents is going to be a unit on North America. 
And of course, we will be expanding our knowledge of the weather by learning how the seasons change from fall to winter. 

As a reminder, please make sure your child has weather-appropriate clothing in his or her cubby, as we will keep enjoying the 
outdoors whenever we can. 
 

Classroom 2 >>> 
What a great fun-filled Fall we had in Classroom 2!  We enjoyed nature walks and 

collected leaves and seed pods to observe with a magnifying glass.  We studied the life 

cycles of apples and pumpkins and learned to identify their different parts.  We have 

introduced the 7 continents, classified objects as living/non-living, plant or animal, 

vertebrate/invertebrate and discussed the 6 simple machines we use everyday.  All of our 

students explored new friendships, new realms of leaning and stepping out of their comfort 

zones to challenge themselves.  We practived grace and courtesy, peace and thankfulness.  

Mostely, we came together as a community, caring, teaching, sharing, and exploring 

growing and laughing together.   

 

Classroom 1 >>> 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
We follow the State College Area School 
District’s decision when deciding to delay, 
cancel, or dismiss early due to weather. 
OCC will open at 9:00 when SCASD calls 
for a two-hour delay due to inclement 
weather. The Kindergarten buses, however, 
will follow SCASD’s two-hour delay, when 
there is one. Please notify the school if you 
will be driving your kindergartner to school 
or if they will be riding the bus. Should 
SCASD dismiss early, OCC families will be 
notified as to our closing time. The safety of 
our families and staff is our primary goal in 
making these decisions. 
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Classroom 3 >>> 

Classroom 4 >>> 

This Fall Calssroom 3 has been building a community of kind, helpful, and hard-working children.  

The students are learning how to be friends, how to get help from one another, how to use words, and 

how to complete works fully- from taking the tray off the shelf, doing the work, cleaning it and 

preparing for the next student, and finally getting it back to the shelf.  There are many multi-step 

processes that the children do in a day.  It is fun and rewarding work! 

We have begun talking about our world and the seven continents, with our focus being on North 

America, right now.  We will continue to explore the earth and start to do in-depth studies of the 

continents of Austrailia, Asia, and Antarctica throughout the year.  We will be studying different 

types of art (still life was our first) and will  continue to hone our skills in Sensorial works, as this is 

the basis for all other skills in the calssroom (and, frankly, in life).  We have an exciting unit on 

dinosaurs coming up soon that I can’t wait to present to the kids!  We will have much to talk about 

and share with our families as we learn and grow.  

Hello families. Can you believe that we are approaching the 

Winter Season? These past few months have gone by so fast. Seems 

like it was just August and we were getting to meet brand new faces 

here at OCC. We spent a lot of time in the beginning of the year 

focusing on Grace and Courtesy. We seem to be settled in and are able 

to stay focused on what we are doing throughout the morning work 

cycle.   “As soon as children find something that interests them they 

lose their instability  and learn to concentrate.” - Maria Montessori 

 We have had a very busy fall with many birthday celebrations 

already underway. Many of our friends have now turned five years old. 

We have started our cultural studies by discussing the characteristics of 

 living and non-living things and sorting objects. We incorporated land, 

air, and water into that by classifying our living and non-living and 

figuring out where we would find those objects. We talked about land 

air water and used our globe to paint with water. We then moved on to 

plants and animals and landforms. We discovered that plants and 

animals are both living things but were able to expand that and talked 

about the characteristics of plants and animals and what makes it a 

plant vs an animal.  

 
 

    In the art area we have been talking about color theory and 

we incorporated the sensorial color tablets. We have recently 

added color box 3 to our sensory shelf and some are working on 

the gradation of colors. We will be exploring more with the 

grading of colors and paint and how we can make that happen. 

We introduced the Montessori bells to our sensory area and 

listened to the tones each bell makes and deciphered where it 

went on the musical scale. During the upcoming months we 

will be exploring woodwind and brass instruments and having 

special guests join us to share their musical knowledge. We will 

be talking about landscapes in art and exploring some famous 

art pieces. We have a few artists amongst us in classroom 4 so 

we hoping to put those talents to use as well.  In our cultural 

studies we will explore birds as well as map making and the 

compass rose.  

    Thank you for being amazing families to work with. We look 

forward to watching everyone grow and learn new things. If 

you ever want to volunteer in the classroom or share your 

talents with us please let us know so we can make that happen. 
 

The behavior of 
every individual 
is a product of his 

environmental 
experience.   

-Maria Montesori 



Page 4 | P a g e  
 

 
  

 
We have certainly had a lot of fun in the Older Toddler  
room welcoming fall and all the fun activities that come  
with it. We ended the month of November with harvest feast  
where the children were invited to share a feast with their  
loved ones and teachers, that was one of many fall activities.  
Speaking of fall, it might be a good time to go through your  
child’s bin and check for seasonally appropriate clothing.  
Also to send your child in layers since it is cold in the morning 
and warmer in the afternoon. We also will continue to go out  
on the playscape for winter activities so please be sure to send  
winter snowpants and boots. 
 
Now that we’ve been in school a few months and have settled  
into our routines, we would like to start to introduce some 
 more Montessori concepts/works into the classroom. The use  
of workrugs, knobbed/knobless cylinders, pink tower are all 
 things that will start to be incorporated into the classroom  
gradually as well as more difficult Practical Life works. We  
are looking forward to the next couple of weeks! 
 

 

 

 

 

If the opening rosebud has become a 
common place of poetry, how much 
greater is the poetry of the infant soul 
in its manifistations? 
              -Maria Montessori 

It's hard to believe that it is already mid-November!  As the 
youngest friends at OCC, there were some tears as we began the 
year and got used to separating from mom or dad and learned our 
classroom routine.  We were impressed by how quickly the 
children began to feel comfortable here, though.  The children are 
learning to say each others' names and beginning to play more 
together.  We're settling into our routines nicely, and having a lot 
of laughs and smiles along the way.   
 
We've been working a lot on self-care this Fall, which will 
continue throughout the year as our gross and fine motor 
development increases.  We are working on all the steps of 
washing our hands, washing our snack dishes, changing shoes, and 
getting on coats to go outside. (Oh, how I am pining for our 
summer wardrobe as we get on our heavy shoes, hats, mittens, and 
coats!) 
 
A favorite of all our friends is singing and dancing.  We use 
scarves, shakers, tambourines, books and/or our bodies to sing a 
wide variety of songs.  For some of our friends, that is the easiest 
way to cheer them up when they get frustrated or get a bump.   
 
We've started the year with very simple works--simple puzzles, 
spooning, pouring, matching, sorting, hammering, textures, blocks 
building etc.  And, of course,we've been exploring outside on our 
playscape and on walks.  We also have been working on building 
our vocabularies.  Understanding what is said, of course, comes 
first, but we have been hearing more words from all our friends 
already this year.  One- and two-year olds experience language 
explosions, and we love seeing it happen every day! 
 

 
Younger Toddlers >>> 

Older Toddlers >>> 
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The OCC Board of Directors is happy to be a part of our wonderful OCC Community. To introduce ourselves, we are made up of 
parents and community members. In addition to hosting several events (the first of these was the Bike Rodeo!) for the school, we 
oversee OCC operations and are a resource for parents to communicate questions, concerns, or ideas. Feel free to contact the 
Board at occbrd@gmail.com or contact any of us directly. The board is always looking for parents who would like to be involved 
or join the board! Contact us for more information or to attend a meeting.  
 
2018/2019 Board Members: Kate Woodruff (president), Brian Crosby (vice president), Jason Lunn (treasurer), Jessi Waite 
(secretary), Jen Anderson, Abby Jones, Cristin McArdle, Erin Pursel, Sarah Windish, and Katey Wilber.   

 

 

Hello from the OCC Board of Directors... 

It is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to work in all of our preschool 
classrooms this year, and witness the commitment all of our teachers have to provide 
a nurtuting learning environment for your children.  Each classroom is building a 
community through a sharing of expectations, goals, and respect for all members. The 
child who rushes over to help the friend who dropped his works, the child who pushes 
his chair in so no one trips, the friend who gets a sponge to clean the marker off of her 
place mat, the child who stops to help another struggling with a challenging 
puzzle…seemingly smalls things happening many times each day, helping to create 
the harmony that is so important to the Montessori way.   
As we look forward to the coming months, I relish knowing how I will see the 
growing skills and confidence of your children, and watch those moments of wonder 
when they discover something new that they can suddenly do themselves!  
It is a joy to be getting to know all of the children so well, an dto be Sharing the 
enthusiasm of all of our wonderful teachers!  
 

                   Miss Kassie 


